
Finding Meaning Writing Activity 

 

 

Write a paragraph to introduce this concert 

piece at a concert.  Include a sentence 

about each of the following:  the PIECE NAME, COMPOSER, FORM, MEANING or INTEREST TO YOU, and an 

invitation to enjoy the performance. (4 points each paragraph) 

 

Anasazi 

Composer  

"John Edmondson" is known throughout the world for his more than 1,000 publications in the field of band 
and educational music. His contributions to the literature are accessible,amazing,enjoyable to perform 
and exciting to hear. Most importantly, his music has helped train the young musicians of today. 

In addition to his achievements in educational music, he has written several hundred arrangements and 
compositions for various professional, military, college, and high school groups in the areas of marching 
band, concert band, jazz band, dance combos, and choral, as well as commercial television and radio 
jingles. This varied writing experience has brought a unique perspective to his educational writing. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Edmondson_(musician) accessed May 4th, 2013 

About the Piece  

Anasazi was written for the 1986-87 Anasazi Elementary School Band and its conductor, Mark Alexander.  The 

school is located in Scottsdale Arizona.  The word Anasazi is translated from the Navajo language, meaning 

“ancient people” or “ancient enemies.”  The Anasazi lied in the “four corners” area (New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, 

Colorado) of the United States from about 1 A.D. to 1300.  These Native Americans were cliff dwellers.  The 

Anasazi population declined and gradually disappeared due to drought and conflicts with the Navajo and Apache 

tribes.  The modern day Hopi nation claims the Anasazi as ancestors.   

See this site and click on “Anasazi Images” on the right: http://raysweb.net/canyonlands/pages/anasazi.html  

  

Form:  ABCBA Coda 

 

Vocabulary: 

Harmony-Two or more notes played at the same time.  Notes that support the melody. 

Melody-The main tune 

Ostinato-repeated rhythm or melody 

Legato-smooth and connected 

Shaping-making a note get louder or softer 

Timbre-quality of sound 

Blend-How well two or more sounds mix together 

Balance- How well two or more sounds equal volume 

Minor Second-  One Half Step--The distance from one note to the next closest note (on the piano for example). 

Major Second-   One Whole Step--The distance of two half steps (on the piano for example). 

Dorian Mode—A kind of scale using the following pattern:  Key Note, W, H, W, W, W, H, W (W=Whole Step, H=Half  

          Step)  This scale can be played from D to D on the piano, using only white keys.   

 

Suggested Listening:  Bela Bartok, Mikrokosmos and Three Hungarian Folk Songs, mvt II; and various recordings of 

Native American music.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

In addition to "3", used listed vocabulary to describe the piece and added 

additional thoughts and personal meaning in neat writing.   

3 

Answered the question(s) in a full paragraph (5 sentences) using correct 

grammar, punctuation, and spelling. 

2 Partially incomplete in meeting "3" requirements 

1 Made some attempt to meet requirements--mostly incomplete   



Student name___________________________ 

Composing Activity 

Using notes from the G Concert Dorian Scale, below, finish composing a melody different than 

in the piece, Anasazi.   
 

 

 

 

 

G Concert Dorian Scale: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finish the unfinished Anasazi Melody 

 

4 

In addition to "3", ended on “Concert G” and performed composition for 

someone. 

3 

Rhythm is complete, notes can be performed by the student, the notes 

are different than in the piece, Anasazi.  

2 Partially incomplete in meeting "3" requirements 

1 Made some attempt to meet requirements--mostly incomplete   


